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SUBJECT: MEETING OF JOINT TUNISIAN-LIB YAN PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 

1. ABDELKRIM FATHALLAH BELOU, LIBYAN MINISTER OF 
PLAN, VISITED TUNIS JANUARY 25-29 AT HEAD OF LIBYAN 
DELEGATION TO FIRST SESSION OF JOINT TUNISIAN-LIBYAN 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE FOR PLANIFICATION. TUNISIAN 
DELEGATION HEADED BY MINISTER OF PLAN MOALLA. BOTH 
SIDES STRESSED THAT MEETINGS HELD IN CONTEXT OF 
NUMBEROUS CONTACTS BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES DURING 1973 
TO BRING ABOUT CLOSER COOPERATION. COMMITTEE STUDIED 
WAYS OF COORDINATING PLANING FUNCTIONS IN ORDER TO 
"REALIZE COMMON DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS’". IN THIS REGARD, 
MOALLA NOTED THAT TWO COUNTRIES COMPLEMENT EACH OTHER 
IN FIELD OF EMPLOYMENT, WHERE LIBYA NEEDS 20,000 
WORKERS A YEAR AND TUNISIA CAN SUPPLY UP TO 30,000. 

GOT MINISTRY OF PLAN OFFICIAL TOLD EMBASSY THAT 
HIS MINISTRY PREPARED NUMBER OF REPORTS FOR MEETINGS 
INDICATING PRESENT AND FUTURE AVAILABILITY OF TUNISIAN 
WORKERS, TECHNICAL EXPERTS AND ADVISORS, AND TRAINING CADRES. 
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MARCH. 

2. COMMENT: MANY JOINT TECHNICAL COMMITTEES MET DURING 
1973 (SEE TUNIS A-009, JAN. 25, 1974) BUT THIS FIRST 
MEETING SINCE JANUARY 12 DJERBA DECLARATION OF UNION. 

MEETING UNDERLINES FACT THAT, ALTHOUGH JANUARY 12 
DECLARATION BEING INCREASINGLY ERODED, CLOSER ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES INITIATED IN DEC 1972 
WITH AIM OF ACHIEVING EVENTUAL UNION IS STILL CONTINUING. 
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